
8  Chapter   1

MANAGING R OUTPUT: GRAPHICS AND TEXT

For practically all of the examples and exercises in this book, you will produce and interpret text output—
frequency distributions, cross-tabulations, tables of regression coefficients, and so on. Quite often, you will want 
to create an accompanying graph or chart, such as a mosaic plot or scattergram. R graphics are remarkably easy 
to work with: Create them, print them, or copy/paste them into a document, such as a Word document. By 
contrast, nicely formatted text requires a bit more work.

To illustrate, we use the freq command (from the descr package) to obtain a frequency distribution 
(text) and bar chart (graphic) of nes$partyid7, a measure of party identification. As noted in Box 1.1, the 
nes dataset needs to be weighted, so we include the weight variable, nes$wt, in the freq command. (Chapter 
2 covers the freq command in detail.) At the prompt or in the script file, type and run: 

‘freq(nes$partyid7,nes$wt)’.

The term ‘nes$partyid7’ means: “Look 
in dataset nes, where you will find the 
variable, partyid7.”

Figure 1.5  Opening, Writing, and Running a Script

2. Type ‘ls()’ and ‘search()’ on separate 
lines. Select both lines with the mouse, then 
right-click on the selection. Click Run line or 
selection. R executes the commands.

1. Click File→New script. R opens the R Editor.

To run lines one at a time, click on the line and press Ctrl-r. R will 
run the line and automatically advance the cursor to the next line.


